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Written Testimony Supporting Increasing Funding
For Inmate Medical Services for the
Department of Correction, in House Bill 5005, An Act
Adjusting the State Budget for the Biennium Ending June 30, 2021

Senator Osten, Representative Walker, and distinguished members of the

Appropriations Committee:

My name is Gus Marks-Hamilton and I am a field organizer for the Smart Justice
campaign with the American Civil Liberties Union of Connecticut (ACLU-CT). I am
here to testify in support of increased funding for inmate medical services in the
Department of Corrections budget within House Bill 5005, An Act Adjusting the
State Budget for the Biennium Ending June 30, 2021.

The Smart Justice campaign is led by people who, like me, have been directly
impacted by the criminal legal system. Our experiences as formerly incarcerated
people shape our values and guide our positions. We know that people incarcerated
in Connecticut have dignity and fundamental human rights, and state laws and
policies should support both. Furthermore, Connecticut has a constitutional
obligation to provide appropriate medical care for people who are incarcerated. We
ask the Appropriations Committee to recognize and honor those values when
reviewing how to adequately fund healthcare services in the Department of

Correction.

There 1s a healthcare crisis in Connecticut’s prisons and jails. It is estimated that

two-thirds of people incarcerated in state prisons and local jails have drug



dependencies.! According to the CDC, 1 in 3 incarcerated people in the US has
Hepatitis C.2 Chronic health conditions, such as asthma and hypertension, and
mental health disorders also affect incarcerated people at rates that far exceed their
prevalence in the general population.3 Despite incarcerated people’s health needs,
as of July 2019, there was only one medical provider for every 579 inmates in
Connecticut.4 As of January of this year, the Office of Fiscal Analysis found that

there was a $15.3 million deficiency in the inmate medical services account.?

I have experienced the inadequacies of the mental health system in Connecticut
prisons and know firsthand how frustrating it can be to actively seek out mental
health services but wait months for treatment while I continued to suffer. If our
state 1s going to incarcerate people, then it also has an obligation to provide the
people it has chosen to imprison with the screening, diagnoses, treatment, and other

health resources they need to lead healthy lives in and outside of prison and jail.

Funding for adequate healthcare service for people who are incarcerated is critical
no matter its source. I note, though, that Northern Correctional Institution, a
facility that housed just 76 incarcerated people as of the past fall,6 had significant

overtime costs that contributed to DOC’s $38.2 million overtime expenses for the
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second quarter of fiscal year 2020.7 Closing just this one facility could free up funds

that would be well-spent on healthcare for incarcerated people.

Smart Justice strongly urges this committee to expand the healthcare services
available to incarcerated people by increasing the healthcare budget of the
Department of Correction, including its budget for preventative care. Untreated
medical conditions will follow people back into the community, ultimately affecting
all of us. On behalf of the Smart Justice campaign of the ACLU-CT, I strongly urge
this committee to increase DOC’s healthcare funding so it can provide adequate

healthcare to incarcerated people.

Thank you.
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